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President's 
Perspective 
by Dr. Paul Dixon 
F rancis Schaeffer said that the marks of a 
Christian are holiness and love. How very true. I would 
suspect that another distinguishing mark is ownership. 
The genuine follower of Jesus Christ has a deep sense 
that he is not his own. God owns us and we are His 
servants, His stewards. This means that our property, 
possessions, talents, careers, families - our very lives-
belong to God. 
Harvey Reeves Calkins had some excellent thoughts 
on this basic concept. 
There was but one nation whose concep-
tion of property, of 'owning' things , was 
based on the doctrine of a personal God, 
and that nation was Israel. Of all the other 
nations of which we have knowledge - the 
Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 
the Greeks, the Arabians, the Romans -
their understanding, thought of property, 
and their laws relating to property were 
based on the conception of impersonality in 
the divine being . For paganism is just that: 
think of deity in terms of impersonality. 
Where did we receive our accepted stan-
dards of property relationship? From the 
common law? Certainly. But our 'common 
law' - where does it come from? From the 
common law of England. And does this not 
come from the jurisprudence of the Roman 
Empire? Yes , and where does that come 
from? From the Stoic philosophy of the 
Roman lawyer. When Cicero stood up in a 
Roman court and pleaded for 'the law', he 
never dreamed of 'the law of the Lord.' The 
Roman philosophy of life, crystallized in 
Roman law and through the law standard-
ized in Christian civilization, was not 
builded on 'the law of the Lord'; it was 
based on the law of nature . 
Do you not recognize at once where we 
are? The average man - and that takes in all 
of us - unless he has met the issues squarely 
and jarred himself loose from inherited 
tradition - remains caught in a pagan con-
ception of property. His Christian instinct is 
entangled with the honest belief that he 
'owns' what has been given only to possess. 
There is no intelligent recognition of 
stewardship . How can there be? His whole 
history, and the entire combination of life 
forces that have made him what he is, 
compel him to believe - what he sincerely 
does believe - that he is the owner of his 
property. 
When it comes to our possessions, are we thinking 
like pagans or like Christians? Surely the arguments for 
God 's ownership are weighty. 
He owns us because He created us. David declared in 
Psalm 24:1: "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein." Again 
in Psalm 100:3: " ... it is He that hath made us, and not 
we ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His 
pasture ." As Paul said in I Corinthians 6:20: "For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God's." 
In the previous verse He reminds us that the 
indwelling Holy Spirit speaks to the same important 
truth. "What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own?" 
Stewardship is ownership. We must keep this before 
us as individuals, as families, as churches, and as 
Christian colleges. 
Cedarville College is the Lord's institution of higher 
learning. We dedicate this TORCH issue to the princi-




W hen the pastor announces a sermon on 
stewardship, how often do we react defensively: "Just 
another attempt to get more money from us for the 
church"? But the Bible presents stewardship as a much 
broader issue than financial generosity. Giving money 
to the Lord's work is part of stewardship because of its 
place in the sequence of recognizing Christ's lordship 
over all of life . He is Lord by creation and redemption 
of all that we are. Giving from the results of exercising 
our talents is a part of acknowledging the source and 
end of those talents , and of offering the talents back to 
God. Stewardship then begins not with money, but with 
the life and gifts we have from God. 
STEWARDSHIP AND OWNERSHIP 
This principal issue in stewardship is the relationship 
between the steward and the owner. A steward is one 
who manages the assets of another. In fact, the New 
Testament word for steward pictures a "house 
manager," for the steward managed the household 
affairs of the master of the house. 
Several Biblical examples illustrate the role of the 
steward . Joseph was entrusted with the management of 
Potiphar's household, as was Eliezer of Abram's 
(Genesis 39:15). Christ's words contrasting faithful 
and unfaithful stewards emphasize that the ownership 
of resources is retained by the master, regardless of the 
degree of trust or length of stewardship (Luke 12, 16, 
Matthew 25). The steward, for all his effort and 
faithfulness , could be granted high honor , but the assets 
he managed were yet the property of the master unless 
he specifically transferred ownership to the steward. 
Because our gifts and talents are so much a part of 
who we are, we may easily begin to think of them as our 
own. Even the word "gift" implies a transfer of 
ownership, an unfortunate implication in this case. 
While they may be ours, we are not our own ( l Corin-
thians 6: 19-20). Since all we are belongs to Him , all we 
have belongs to us in a secondary sense only. 
To acknowledge the lordship of Jesus Christ over all 
of life requires our recognition of His lordship over the 
individual aspects of life. Whether gifts , talents , 
interests, limitations, personality traits , aspirations , or 
experiences - all our individual characteristics are what 
we devote to God when we call Him Lord. 
How then do we acknowledge the lordship of Jesus 
Christ over our gifts? We must know what gifts God has 
given to us and how we can best use them for .His glory. 
WHAT DO I HA VE FROM GOD? 
We cannot be good stewards until we know what has 
been entrusted to us. Recognizing that we have gifts is 
not pride; rather, it is the first step to service. The 
steward cannot manage what he doesn ' t know exists. 
A personal inventory could easily include such 
factors as vocational abilities, personal and 
interpersonal skills, interests , and desires. These are 
entrusted by God to each person for effective living 
within society. The spiritually sensitive believer 
recognizes that he is totally dependent upon God for his 
talents, together with his inclinations, opportunities, 
and energy to use them . 
Likewise, spiritual gifts (special talents for service 
within the Body of Christ) are distributed by the Lord to 
believers (I Corinthians 12) . Each believer has at least 
one of these God-assigned gifts, and their distribution 
within the Body prompts cooperation, inter-
dependence, and mutual respect. 
Jesus encouraged us to extend our concept of 
stewardship beyond those factors easily recognized. 
"He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also 
in much; he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in 
much" (Luke 16: 10). His contrast in the verses which 
follow was between the minor matters of finances (the 
least) with the major issues of spiritual riches (the 
much). 
All of us have gifts which we have yet to recognize as 
such, for we have labelled them minor matters. Perhaps 
we consider them trivial because they involve tasks 
which are easy for us to accomplish or things we like to 
do . Of course, the same tasks may be quite difficult for 
others, and the ease with which we do them is itself a 
testimony to the presence of a special gift. A 
homemaker , for instance, may feel she does nothing 
special and that her routine tasks could be performed by 
anyone. In fact, however, many who struggle with 
homemaking may view with astonishment what she 
takes for granted. A minor matter? 
The apostle Paul's discussion of spiritual gifts in 
1 Corinthians 12 warns us neither to diminish the 
importance of gifts that are less public nor to inflate the 
value of those more public. Within a church ministry, 
the gifts of those involved in music, proclamation, and 
teaching may be noticed readily. But of equal value are 
gifts operating behind the scenes such as financial 
management, faithful prayer, property maintenance, 
and private giving. The ability to offer a genuinely 
warm smile and a word of encouragement may be used 
to transform a life. A grandparent's reminiscing may 
demonstrate a gift of storytelling which effectively 
transmits spiritual values and builds character. Minor 
matters? 
HOW CAN WE USE OUR GIFTS 
FOR GOD'S GLORY? 
God is glorified when we recognize a gift and receive 
it with thanksgiving. Too often, perhaps through a 
sincere but misguided attempt to be humble, we fail to 
assert ourselves where we think we have gifts. We may , 
consequently, never realize the full potential of our 
gifts, nor give thanks for what God has entrusted to us. 
The apostle Paul's instructions regarding spiritual gifts 
(Romans 12:6-8) clearly involve acknowledging and 
using our gifts as contributing members of the Body of 
Christ. Denial of what God has built into our lives is not 
humility , but rebellion. 
Jesus taught, "Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household ... ? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord 
continued on page 14 
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Stewardship of Relationships 
by Rev . Joseph M. Stowell 
T he three men were lifelong 
friends and had dreamed of this trip 
for years. Now, after setting sail in 
their own yacht to cross the Pacific, 
they found themselves marooned on 
a deserted island. Much to their sur-
prise a "genie" appeared on the beach 
granting each a wish. The first said he 
missed his brokerage business and 
promptly disappeared from the is-
land . The next said he wished he was 
playing golf and found himself stand-
ing on the first tee of his favorite golf 
course. The last, suddenly feeling very 
alone and missing his companions, 
said, "I wish my friends were back. " 
Relationships. They are a tricky , 
risky piece in the puzzle of life, yet 
they are among our highest treasures. 
Fulfilling relationships make one's 
life rich; to be without them is to be 
truly poor. 
Everyone needs relationships. 
Though God promises to be our 
friend and constant companion, He 
knows that we need companionship 
in human terms as well - companions 
that we can talk to , see, touch, and 
hear. God gave Eve to Adam , 
Jonathan to David , Paul to Timothy, 
Naomi to Ruth, John to Jesus. 
Granted , some of us are prone to 
shy away from relationships, but the 
truth of the matter is that we can't 
avoid them. Relating is everyone's 
business. Everyday, like it or not , we 
are thrust into relationships with 
spouses, brothers, sisters , parents , 
clients , employers , pastors , fellow 
Christians, associates, teachers , 
friends, dates, and clerks at the gro-
cery store. Doing our part in creating 
meaningful relationships is our per-
sonal responsibility. We are stewards 
of the opportunity . 
As stewards we will be held ac-
countable to God , since He requires 
that we relate to others in the con-
structive context of kindness , love, 
forgiveness , patience, gentleness, 
and understanding. Our stewardship 
will have personal impact as well 
when we experience the reproof or 
reward, the pain or pleasure of how 
well we relate to others. 
Good relationships are a lot like 
gardens. Both require investment and 
maintenance, planting and watering , 
killing the bugs that destroy, waiting, 
enjoying . Good stewards do every-
thing in their power to make each re~ 
lationship fruitful and fulfilling. 
How does that happen? 
I am fascinated by ways in which 
Christ has established his relation-
ship with me (John 15:15). Because 
He is the perfect Friend , He provides 
a clear pattern. 
INITIATIVE - Christ always 
takes the first step . He took the initia-
tive to establish a relationship with 
the disciples , Israel , you , and me. 
Granted, not all respond. Not every-
one wants to be His friend (John 1: 12). 
Nor should we expect that all will 
want a meaningful relationship with 
the lives of others. We must do this 
trusting that soon others may enrich 
us with their friendship . The opposite 
of this kind of love is not hate but 
Relationships. To be without 
them is to be truly poor. 
us. It won't happen, and we couldn't 
handle the responsibility if it did. 
Don't let rejection deter you - take 
the initiative! As Proverbs says, "A 
man that hath friends must show him-
self friendly" (Proverbs 18:24). A 
cross-stitch in our home when I was 
growing up read, "Friends are like 
melons . Let me tell you why . To find 
a good one you must one hundred 
try ." 
ACCEPTANCE - Christ receives 
me just as I am. He doesn't like 
everything about me, nor does He 
condone all my behavior, but He is 
my friend. He cares for me and en-
courages me to become more of what 
I should be for Him . An insightful 
person wrote, "You can always tell a 
real friend. When you've made a fool 
of yourself he doesn't think you've 
done a permanent job." Harriet 
Beecher Stowe said, "Everyone 
should have a fair sized cemetery to 
bury the faults of their friends." Care 
for people and take them as they 
come. George Eliot captured the 
essence and pleasure of a good 
relationship: "Oh the comfort, the 
inexpressible comfort, offeeling safe 
with a person. Having neither to 
weigh thoughts nor measure words, 
but to pour them all out just as they 
are, chaff and grain together, know-
ing that a faithful hand will take and 
sift them, keep what is worth keep-
ing, and then with a breath of kind-
ness blow the rest away." 
LOVE - Christ gave Himself sac-
rificially for us (Romans 5:8; He-
brews 4: 15 , 16). A sense of selfless 
giving to the needs of people around 
us is the central point of good re-
lationships. Even Christ perceived 
Himself primarily as a servant (Mat-
thew 22:28; Philippians 2:3-8). We 
too must enter our relationships look-
ing for ways to enrich and enhance 
selfishness. Selfishness destroys re-
lationships. The popular man who 
said, "I have friends I haven't even 
used yet," was bound not to have 
them for long . 
LOY ALTY - Christ is intensely 
loyal to us. He represents us in the 
best light to His Father in heaven and 
defends us against the accusations of 
Satan (Revelation 12: 10; IJohn 2: 1). 
Friends promote and defend. 
He also loyally stands by. His 
commitment never to leave us nor 
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5) guaran-
tees His presence. A widow whose 
heart was crushed told me a friend 
had put her arms around her and just 
held her tight without saying a word. 
She said, "Pastor, it was like the arms 
of God around my life." Being 
quietly, loyally available is the mark 
of a true friend. 
VULNERABILITY - Relation-
ships are risky. In the process of 
relating to others we will be taken ad-
vantage of, misunderstood , rejected, 
and maligned. There are careless 
people in our world - shallow, insen-
sitive, selfish people. We are often 
called on to relate to them. To be 
faithful to our stewardship before 
God we must be willing to run the 
risk, as Christ did. That risk took 
Him all the way to the cross . Becom-
ing vulnerable requires that we 
believe God will care for us and our 
reputations. It demands a commit-
ment to the urging of Christ to "love 
your enemies, bless them that curse 
you . . . , pray for them which despite-
fully use you ... " (Matthew 5:44). 
INTEGRITY - Christ is always 
lovingly honest with us (John 14) . No 
relationship can be built on a dis-
honest foundation. Integrity demands 
that we admit when we are wrong and 
humbly seek forgiveness. Integrity 
demands that we refuse to manipulate 
through flattery or intimidation. It 
demands that we speak the truth in 
love, in the right place, at the right 
time, in the right way. He is always 
honest with me about who He is and 
about who I am. He never plays 
games . 
PRIORITY - Christ has made my 
relationship with Him a priority . He 
is committed to keeping it and help-
ing me grow. My relationship with 
Him is more important than how I 
have hurt Him; therefore He forgives 
me (Ephesians 4:32). My relation-
ship with Him is more important than 
the past; therefore He never holds it 
against me (Hebrews 8: 12; 10: 17). 
My relationship with Him is more 
important than all the material things 
of this world; therefore , He willingly 
gave them up for me (II Corin-
thians 8:9). It is more important than 
His status and personal comfort 
(Philippians 2:5-9). 
Friends of mine taught me a great 
lesson about the priority of relation-
ships. I had broken a treasured pos-
session of theirs and was sick about 
it. To my comfort they warmly said, 
"It's all right; people are more impor-
tant to us than things." They valued 
relationships above temporal treasures. 
The model of Christ's relationship 
to us is both stimulating and instruc-
tive. His goal is intimacy (John 15: 1-7). 
He desires us (Revelation 3:20). It is 
so like our Lord to understand the im-
portance of friendships and to be 
undaunted in the pursuit of them. If 
we are to be like Him we too must 
value and pursue effective relation-
ships. 
Rev. Joseph M. Stowell is Senior Pastor of 
the Highland Park Baptist Church in 
Southfield, Michigan. He is a graduate of 
Cedarville College and Dallas Theological 
Seminary. Active in international missions, 
conference and seminar work, he is also the 
author of two books . He has served as guest 
Bible teacher on the "Dallas Today" and 
"Word of Life" radio programs and recently 





of Our Bodies 
by Dr. James L. Holly 
Editors of TORCH recently interviewed Dr. Holly to get a physician's view of stewardship. His medical training and study of the 
Scriptures provide him with a rich background from which to draw his answers to the questions that follow. 
Q. What does stewardship mean? 
One dictionary defines stewardship as the indi-
vidual's responsibility to manage his life with 
proper regard to the rights of others. 
The Apostle Paul supports this in I Timothy 2: 1-4 
where he states: 
"Here then is my charge: First supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving 
should be made on behalf of all men: for kings 
and rulers in positions of responsibility, so that 
our common lives may be lived in peace and 
quiet, with a proper sense of God and of our re-
sponsibility to him for what we do with our 
lives. In the sight of God our saviour this is 
undoubtedly the right thing to pray: for his pur-
pose is that all men should be saved and come 
to realize the truth." (Phillips) 
This passage affirms that every man is account-
able to God for the proper management of his life. 
Q. Does stewardship relate just to finances? 
No! The New Testament root word for steward-
ship means an overseer. This general term can 
apply to finances, but also to employment, family, 
talents, emotions, intellect, and bodies. Steward-
ship means to administer or to manage affairs, in 
our case personal affairs under the providence of 
God. 
Q. What Scriptural evidence is there for steward-
ship of our bodies? 
I Corinthians 6: 19-20 states: 
"What? Know ye not that your body is the tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye 
are bought with a price; therefore, glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." 
Furthermore, we find in I Corinthians 3: 16-17: 
"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If 
any man defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are." 
The context of these passages is very helpful. 
Paul was writing to the Corinthians who were 
struggling with sins that violated God's standards 
with the body , i.e., commiting sexual sins with 
close relatives , etc. The first step for their deliver-
ance was the realization that God, Who is Spirit, 
cares about what we do in our bodies, which are 
physical. It was the gnostics who taught that only 
the spiritual was of consequence to God; therefore, 
it made no difference what a man did with his body. 
Paul established that this is a lie. 
Q. What is your prescription for good stewardship 
of our bodies? 
First , believers must acknowledge that our 
bodies belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul told 
our Corinthian brothers: 
"For who maketh thee to differ from another? 
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it , why dost thou 
glory, as if thou hadst not received it?" (I Co-
rinthians 4:7) 
And Romans 12: l tells us: 
"I beseech you therefore, brethren , by the mer-
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy , acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service." 
Now the sacrificial system of the Old Covenant 
involved no living sacrifices. All sacrifices were 
placed on the altar after their death, which death 
was not by their choice . The Lord Jesus Christ was 
the first living sacrifice; He ascended the altar of 
sacrifice by choice. Now we are invited to make a 
reasoned choice to ascend, gladly and willingly, 
the altar of living sacrifice to glorify God in our 
physical being. This is the first step in the steward-
ship of our bodies . 
Secondly, we must give our sexuality to God. It 
is no accident that fidelity to God and consequently 
proper stewardship of one's life in the Old Testa-
ment were often referred to in sexual terms. God's 
people were admonished to know God, which is the 
same word for intimacy between a husband and a 
wife. When God's people were condemned for in-
fidelity with other gods, God said that they had 
gone "a whoring" or that the "spirit of whoredoms" 
was in them. 
One prominent Bible teacher said: 
"If a man tries to give his emotions to God 
without giving his sexuality he becomes a 
gushy, sentimental Christian. If he tries to give 
his will to God without his sexuality he be-
comes an impetuous Christian. If he tries to 
give his mind to God without his sexuality he 
becomes a pseudointel lectual Christian." 
Until a man makes a covenant with his eyes 
which are the avenue to his heart and the lust which 
resides there, there is no possibility for proper and 
godly stewardship of his body. 
Third, believers must give their appetites to the 
Lord. Hunger is the God-given need for nutrition 
which results in our eating food. When we give this 
drive to the Lord, we commit ourselves to proper 
nutrition. 
There are many nutritional guides in the Old Tes-
tament . While there are no eternal consequences 
today for violating them, these guides offer tem-
poral benefits for those who are directed by them . 
One example is the prohibition for eating pork. It is 
not a sin to eat pork, but because of the high con-
centration of cholesterol and triglycerides, there are 
temporal benefits to avoiding pork . 
Appetites are learned patterns of behavior which 
result in desires for certain things. There are cul-
tures in the world in which children develop an 
appetite for lice. In our culture children develop an 
appetite for refined sugar. Most of us would find 
lice unhealthy and disgusting as an item of our diet. 
Yet few of us understand the disgusting, unhealthy 
effects of refined sugar. 
Another appetite which our culture has de-
veloped in most of us is the desire for a certain body 
morphology, i.e ., slim, trim, and muscular. While 
there is nothing inherently evil about this, neither is 
there anything inherently godly about this body 
morphology. Physical fitness should be practiced 
in the perspective of the preeminent value of the 
spiritual over the physical. 
The fourth step of stewardship of our bodies is 
effected when we discover that our worship of God 
involves our total self - body, soul, and spirit. In 
fact, the Hebrew words for worship, bless, and 
praise are physical terms. Stewardship of our 
bodies is not optional. It is intrinsic to our relation-
ship with our Heavenly Father and to our worship 
and adoration of Him. 
Q. Since our bodies will die, why does God require 
us to be stewards of them? 
One of the ironies of stewardship, financial or 
physical, is the apparent temporary benefit 
achieved. For instance, in the area of finances, the 
needs of the kingdom of God are so enormous that 
they dwarf our resources, no matter how wealthy 
we might be. In the area of the physical, we will 
die, if the Lord tarries, no matter how healthy, vig-
orous, or disciplined we are. 
Then why stewardship? If we are doomed to fail -
ure, why try? The reason is foundational to our 
nature and to the nature of our relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. 
This life is a sort of prep school for the real work 
of eternally glorifying and adoring our Heavenly 
Father. Therefore, every activity in this world is to 
be brought into "captivity .. . to the obedience of 
Christ" (II Corinthians 10:5). We are stewards as an 
act of worship, even though our stewardship, with-
out the supernatural multiplication of God, will be 
inadequate for the needs of the Kingdom of God. 
Q. How do people violate this commanded stewardship? 
By neglecting to do the things that we've men-
tioned - most obviously by involvement in such 
9 
10 
things as alchoholism, smoking, gluttony, etc. But, 
Paul warns us that some men's sins are not obvious. 
In I Tim . 5:24 he states : 
" ... remember that the sins of some men are 
obvious and are obviously leading them to de-
struction, but the sins of other men are hidden , but 
are nevertheless dogging them under the surface." 
The sins of moral impurity, and the involvement 
of the body in sin as a result, is often a hidden exam-
ple of this violation. Romans 6 relates the 
battlefield of lusts to the physical body and its 
stewardship. In 6: 11-13 Paul states: 
"Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body , that ye should obey 
it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your 
members [your physical body] as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield your-
selves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God." 
Another less obvious way that Christians fai l in 
stewardship is by doing too much of what is good 
physically in place of the better things of spiritual 
discipline. Let me illustrate: 
A few years ago a young man who was finish-
ing school at a Christian college came to my 
office. During the physical examination it was 
obvious that he was very muscular. I asked him 
if he lifted weights and how much time did he 
spend doing that? He enthusiastically re-
sponded, "Yes, I do. I work out two to three 
hours a day. " Then I asked him, "How much 
time do you spend each day developing 
spiritual muscles?" He became very irritated 
with me and left the office. 
David said, "I will run the way of thy command-
ments when thou shalt enlarge my heart. " God 
wants us to enlarge the spiritual capacity of our 
hearts as well as the physical capabilities of our 
body 's pumping mechanism , the heart muscle. 
Q. By that example are you illustrating I Tim. 4:8? 
Yes, this verse and the following ones relate 
Paul's teaching to the young minister Timothy. 
Paul tells him that physical exercise has some lim-
ited value in this life, but spiritual exercise is of 
"unlimited value, having promise for the life that 
now is and that which is to come." He goes on to 
say, "therefore, recognizing the preeminent value 
of the spiritual , we labor and struggle to keep our-
selves spiritually fit." 
Paul is exhorting priorities. It is good to jog, but 
it is more important to teach a person how to walk 
with Christ. One can jog with a person and disciple 
him at the same time. If both can be accomplished 
at once, great. If there is time for both separately, 
fine. But, if one must give way because of time 
pressure, the priority is the spiritual. 
Q. Can a physically unfit person be a spiritually fit 
person? 
Yes! There are times when a person's unfitness is 
not due to a lack of self-control , but rather it is 
ordained of God. The blind and the lame from birth 
are examples of this. Paul had an infirmity in the 
flesh and asked God three times to remove it, which 
helped him to say: 
"Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmity, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me .. . for when I am weak, then am I 
strong ... " (II Corinthians 12:9, 10). 
I know a missionary doctor who for the 20 years 
of our acquaintance was a trim person and was 
powerfully used of God in Africa. Due to an auto-
mobile accident, he suffered total paralysis from 
the waist down. He has since gained 80-90 pounds 
and is certainly physically unfit. However , he is 
still mightily used of God . 
Q. Is our fitness-conscious generation more healthy 
than those generations of Bible times? 
I don 't really think so. It is obvious that we live 
longer today and that even the physical size of 
people has increased due to higher protein diets. 
Yet our technological progress has exposed. us to 
numerous hazards unknown to the world 2000 
years ago, including radiation, drugs, pollution , 
and stress. 
Take the automobile for example. This marvel 
benefits us enormously, yet our culture pays a stiff 
price in terms of air pollution, mutilation of bodies, 
and stress caused by our fast-paced living. In addi-
tion , stress produces a host of ills including heart 
disease and ulcers . 
Moreover, another consequence of our times is 
AIDS. There is no question in my mind that this 
disease is a judgment of God on the sodomy of our 
day, which is a lack of stewardship of human sexu-
ality and of the physical nature of man. Presently , 
there are 25 venereal diseases for which we have no 
definitive treatment. 
On the whole, I would judge that we are not any 
healthier today than those of Bible times. 
Q. How would you conclude your thoughts on 
stewardship of our bodies? 
Stewardship involves the totality of man's 
nature , physical and spiritual. While the physical is 
without question subordinate to the spiritual, it is 
impossible to exercise one without the other. And 
often the arena in which spiritual stewardship will 
be most demonstrated is in the physical . 
Dr. James L. Holly is a general practitioner 
in Beaumont, Texas. He holds an M.S. in 
history from Baylor University and an M.D. 
from the University of Texas Medical 
School. Active in his local church as a disci-
pler, deacon , and chairman of the missions 
committee, he has also contributed material 
to the Advanced Training Institute of 
America. 
Margaret Whee ler 
A s I prayerfully evaluate the stewardship respon-
sibilities of my life - my time, my finances, my 
friendships - my children come to mind. I grew up on 
Mother Goose, thinking of children as " . .. sugar and 
spice and everything nice . . . " or "snips and snails and 
puppy dog tails . ... " Now that I have children of my 
own, my thoughts about them have become a little more 
realistic. Scripture teaches that our children are an 
inheritance from the Lord (Psalm 127:3) . I see my little 
ones as a trust from Him - a trust to be developed and 
then presented to Him for His approval. 
As a parent, I often wonder what Christ was like as a 
child. The New Testament teaches us that His life is to 
be an example to us . While little is known of His 
childhood, some insights can be found in Luke 2:52: 
"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man ." 
This verse suggests four basic areas of life in which I 
can define my parenting goals and focus my efforts. 
I . Wisdom. God has created my children with 
intellectual capabilities. The good parent-steward will 
see that his child ' s mind is developed in a way that 
honors the Creator. 
2. Stature. Physical bodies are important. They are 
God's creation (Psalm 139:14-16) and the vehicle by 
which we do His work in our world. Attention to my 
children's health is an important part of the responsible 
investment of the parent-steward. 
3 . Favor with God. Deuteronomy 6:4-6 teaches me 
that ii} the religious education of my children, a formal 
teaching time such as family devotions is not enough . It 
is the "every day/any time we are together" application 
of spiritual truth to the child's life and experience that is 
commanded. And the parent-steward must teach his 
child to love God with all his being. 
4 . Favor with Man. Good manners are always in 
style. The parent-steward will want to teach his child to 
be socially mature in his relationships with others, both 
within and outside the family. 
I am reminded of the "Parable of the Stewards" 
(Matthew 25 : 14-30) . Christ tells the story of a man who 
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was about to leave on a long journey. Before he 
departed , he divided his possessions among his three 
servants. When he returned, he was pleased to see that 
two of the servants had made wise investments. If I 
think of God as the master, myself as the steward, and 
my child as the precious possession, it helps me 
visualize how I can develop a parent-steward 
relationship that would please God . 
I can make profitable investments by knowing what 
my child is: he is made in the very image of God (Gene-
sis 1:27) . As such, he is a person of great worth, 
deserving my most tender care and attention. I must 
know who my child is. In Proverbs 22:6a I read, "Train 
up a child in the way he should go . .. . " A good 
translation of the word "way" is "according to-his age 
level and way of learning." Since my husband and I 
have six children, the line of least resistance is to treat 
everybody the same way. But the good parent-steward 
gets to know each child, where he is in his thinking, 
how he learns, what he needs. In our family we promise 
to try to meet individual needs rather than try to give 
equal treatment - which we have found is impossible 
anyway . One of our stock phrases is "fair is not always 
equal. " 
In the "Parable of the Stewards" one servant did not 
invest his master ' s treasure. The text tells us that he was 
afraid . I can understand that. As a parent-steward, I too 
am afraid to take risks; I am afraid of being judged 
harshly by others . In my pride, I want to protect my 
reputation . I want my children to tum out right so that 
people will think well of me. But I must examine my 
motives. Am I willing to take the risks which might be 
necessary to make investments in my children that 
would honor my Master? Am I willing to allow God to 
mold me into the parent-steward He wants me to be? 
Dear Father, the steward who did nothing received a 
scathing denunciation. I do not want to hear such 
words from You. I ask Youfor grace to parent in such a 
way that You will be able to say, "Well done, thou good 
andfaithful servant." I ask that my children will grow 
to be godly, creative, and useful. In the name of Christ, 
Amen . 
Margaret Wheeler, an alumnus of Cedarvi lle College, is a pastor's 
wife and the mother of six daughters . 
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G od, out of timeless eternity, created the heavens 
and the earth, and then ceased His creative activity, and 
rested (Genesis 2:1-2). "And God saw all that He had 
made, and behold, it was very good" (Genesis 1:31). 
There was once a time when the earth, the creatures , 
and the natural resources were seen by the Creator as 
being good. The created order was a perfect testimony 
of the wisdom and greatness of the Creator. Today, we 
live on the same planet , but it seems that all is not good. 
The evidence is everywhere in our environment. 
Instead of life-sustaining rain from the heavens, we 
receive "acid rain. " Millions in developing nations 
suffer because of water shortages or water supplies that 
are contaminated by toxic chemicals or disease 
organisms. Expanding deserts , drought, and famine are 
affecting millions of lives daily. Even in America, the 
growth and prosperity of whole communities are 
threatened by dwindling water supplies. The soil that 
nourishes us , the air that we breathe , and the fuels for 
our industries , cars, and homes are also diminishing in 
quantity and quality. 
This depressing list of environmental problems 
should not be a surprise to those who understand the 
Scriptures which teach that the curse of sin was placed 
upon man and the creation as a result of man's 
disobedience to God. Therefore, "the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now" 
(Romans 8:22). But thanks to God "who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness , and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of His dear Son ... " (Colossians 1: 13). 
"Nevertheless we , according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein righteousness 
dwells" (II Peter 3: 13). 
Those who have confessed their sin and 
acknowledged their need of the Savior have a blessed 
hope that transcends the groaning and deterioration of 
the environment. However, this hope does not justify a 
disregard for the environment and the natural resources 
of the earth. In fact, the Scriptures clearly emphasize 
certain principles concerning the responsibility of 
Christians as stewards of the environment. Ce1tainly, 
the focus of the Bible is not upon natural resource 
preservation, but upon the preservation of the souls of 
men and women . Yet it is the conviction of this author 
that if Christians are to be effective witnesses as salt and 
light in this world, there must be a new awareness of 
and commitment to living in harmony with the Creator 
and the created order. ' 
The following is a brief outline of the marks of a 
Christian steward . Hopefully, it will help the reader to 
initiate a prayerful study of the Scriptures which 
address this very important part of our lives on earth. 
The Steward Loves the Creator. Christian stew-
ardship begins with willing obedience to the great 
commandment: "You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind" (Matthew 22:37) . "We love Him because 
He first loved us" (I John 4: 19). Stewardship grows out 
of love for God. The steward's love for God is 
nourished by his remembrance of Calvary , where the 
great lover of our souls provided the ultimate 
demonstration of stewardship in His submission to the 
One He served (Philippians 2:5-9) . 
The Stewar d Loves the Creation. God has allowed 
the creation to be subjected to the futility of sinful 
mankind , but He loves the Creation. In Colos-
sians 1: 16-20, we read that in Christ "all things were 
created , both in the heavens and the earth . .. He is before 
all things , and in Him all things consist" (hold 
together) . And it was the purpose of the Father that this 
same Christ should "reconcile all things unto Himself; 
by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven ." The incarnation, humanity , suffering, and 
death of Christ demonstrate God's love for souls and 
the created order within which each soul is embedded -
the flesh of man , the creatures, and the life-sustaining 
environment. Even under the curse of sin, the wisdom 
and greatness of God is evident in the marvelous design 
and function of the human body and the bodies of 
various plants, animals, and microbes . Each species 
has been woven by the Creator into a complex tapestry 
of life with many intricate interrelationships necessary 
for their survival. The steward who loves the Creator 
(John 1: 1-3), Sustainer (Colossians 1: 17), and 
Redeemer (Colossians 1: 18-20) is moved by the 
indwelling Spirit to love what God loves, and to live in 
harmony with his neighbor and the created order which 
is being sustained by God . The steward views his 
responsibility to love and care for the creation as an 
important part of God's redemptive plan. 
The Steward Understands His Role. All creatures 
and all natural resources belong to the Creator God 
(Exodus 19:5, Psalm 24: 1). The divine Owner 
delegated to man the responsibility to be a steward of 
the natural order of creation. That is, man was called to 
subdue and rule over the earth (Genesis 1 :28) while 
being careful "to dress it" (serve it) and "keep it" 
(preserve it) (Genesis 2:15). 
Adam, the first steward, was called to study the 
creatures so that he might understand his relationship to 
them biologically and spiritually (Genesis 2:19-20). 
Here we see the beginning of scientific endeavor. The 
proper exercise of dominion requires that the steward 
have an appreciation for and understanding of the 
interconnections that are necessary to sustain human 
life and the life of every creature. 
Today, in spite of the subversive effects of sin, God's 
grace has permitted man to develop a partial 
understanding of these interconnections through 
ecology and economics . 
Ecology (Greek (oiko = house) + (logos = the 
study of)) is the branch of life science that deals with the 
interrelationships among all of the creatures, and 
between the creatures and their environment. Even the 
Christian steward with only a basic knowledge of 
ecology can see that God's natural laws are still in effect 
to sustain a marvelously intricate life support system on 
earth . Man could not live on earth today without the 
life-supporting food and oxygen from plants and 
animals. On the other hand , man alone has been given 
the ability and privilege of exercising dominion over 
these life-sustaining creatures and their environment. 
He can extract mineral and energy resources and utilize 
plants and animals to provide goods and services 
through an economic system. 
The words economics and stewardship are both 
derived from the same Greek word oikonomia ((oiko = 
house)+ (nomos =(management of)). That is, man is 
a manager of the "household of earth." 
The Christian steward understands that all men are 
economists in the sense that all are managers of their 
part of the household of earth . He realizes that he 
cannot live in greed and careless overconsumption of 
food , energy, and other resources without adversely 
affecting his neighbor and the other creatures. Because 
of the ecological and economic interconnectedness that 
exists around the world, the demands of one person's 
lifestyle can have an impact upon the lives of many 
others. 
For example, the more developed nations of the 
world represent only about 25% of the world's 4 .8 
billion persons, but are responsible for 80% of the 
annual energy and material consumption. This great 
demand raises the cost of energy and food on world 
markets beyond what many nations can afford. Several 
developing nations that are struggling to avoid 
bankruptcy are recklessly extracting natural resources 
and ignoring the needs of their citizens in order to stay 
afloat in the world economy. 
In light of these issues, the Christian steward views 
his stewardship in giving tithes and offerings in a 
broader sense. He realizes that in order to give in true 
worship of God, he must live and earn without making 
unreasonable demands upon the natural resources, the 
creatures, or his neighbor (Isaiah 58; 59: 1-2). 
He is not a slave to materialism or to the guilt that 
may arise when he compares his lifestyle to those who 
are less fortunate. Instead , the Christian steward 
acknowledges that he has been created with the ability 
to serve only one master (Matthew 6:24) . Therefore, he 
chooses to serve God, not material wealth . Anxiety is 
controlled by a trust in God's marvelous supply system 
as described in Matthew 6: 19-34. As a result, the 
steward learns that he can live more richly by 
consuming less . He is seen by others as one who loves 
God, the creatures, and the earth, but it is evident that 
he is investing his life and wealth in another world. Best 
continued on page 14 
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SILVIUS continued from page 13 
of all, he has many opportunities to minister to the poor 
of this world, whether they are rich in material wealth 
or not. "He hath shewed thee, 0 man , what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly , and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" 
(Micah 6 :8). 
To the reader who has been challenged to examine 
the quality of his or her own stewardship of the 
enviroment , we suggest that the Word of God be 
prayerfully studied. In addition to passages cited 
herein, note the references listed below. As you read , 
allow God to search your own heart and life. Do you 
love the Creator above all other things? Do you love His 
creation as He loves it? Do you understand your role in 
the created order - the impact your stewardship can 
have on others? And do you serve the Master or 
materialism? The following references offer additional 
instruction and practical suggestions for applying these 
principles to your life in today's world. 
Bible references: 
Exodus 23: 10-11; Leviticus 19:9-10; Deuteron-
omy 14:28-29; Matthew 25 : 14-46; Ephesians 4:28 ; 
James 2: 14-17; I John 3: 16- 17 . 
Extrabiblical references: 
Elsdon, R. 1981. Bent World . InterVarsity Press. 
Downers Grove, IL 
Longacre, D. J. 1980. Living More with Less. 
Herald Press. Scottsdale, PA . 
Schaeffer, P .A . 1970. Pollution and the Death ofMan. 
Tyndale. Wheaton, IL 
Wilkinson, L., et al. 1980. Earthkeeping: Christian 
Stewardship of Natural Resources. Eerdmans. 
Grand Rapids , MI. 
Dr. John E. S il vius is Associate Professor of 
Biology at Cedarville College. He com-
pleted his Ph.D. at West Virgin ia Un iver-
sity and was chosen Cedarv ille College 
Facul ty Member of the Year in 1984. He is 
currently writing a college level biology 
textbook . 
CLARK continued from page 5 
when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say 
unto you , that he will make him ruler over all that he 
hath" (Luke 12:42-44) . Readiness to perform assigned 
tasks is of exceptionally high priority to our Lord . This 
readiness involves a recognition of the task, of our need 
to prepare for it, of our responsibility toward it, and of 
our ability by grace to do it. Sometimes we are far more 
ready with excuses than with preparation. 
Jesus then contrasted the faithful and wise steward 
with the unjust servant who, ignoring accountability, 
squandered his resources to satisfy his own lusts. This 
one soon lost his stewardship, having proven himself 
rebellious against his lord, his own abilities, and his 
colleagues. Carelessness, neglect, and apathy likewise 
deny the vital elements of stewardship (Luke 12:45-48). 
Jesus then summarized: "Unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required: and unto whom 
men have committed much, of him they will ask the 
more" (Luke 12:48). Faithfulness is individually 
defined. We do not have the same gifts as others, and 
our specific responsibilities consequently vary. One of 
the quickest routes to discouragement and 
unfaithfulness is through comparing our gifts and 
responsibilities with our neighbors'. Focusing on these 
differences , we may use what we do not have as an 
excuse for failing to use what we do have. 
Diligence in exercising our gifts will bring rewards, 
some of which may be financial. Our stewardship quite 
naturally then extends to these fruits of earlier 
faithfulness. One reward for responsibility is more 
responsibility , indicating advancement in the Lord's 
evaluation of our reliability (Matthew 25: 14-30). 
Faithful development and use of our gifts must 
ultimately focus outside ourselves. "As every man hath 
received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God" (I Peter 4: 10). God's many-faceted grace 
becomes evident when Christians use their varied 
grace-gifts to meet each other's differing needs . While 
God could meet these needs without any human 
involvement, He has chosen to invest His grace in His 
people so that mutual sharing further glorifies Him. 
STEWARDSHIP AND FAITHFULNESS 
" ... it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful" ( 1 Corinthians 4:2). 
Requirements can be threatening and faithfulness 
demanding. We may fear that we will not measure up . 
We may consequently resent our stewardship 
relationship with God. But God grants gifts and talents 
to bring joy and fulfillment to our lives. His instructions 
for their use underscore our responsibility but are not 
given as threats. We sense God's favor when we realize 
that He has placed the gifts in our lives as evidence of 
His grace to us. We feel honored that He trusts us to 
discover, develop , and prayerfully use these talents for 
the good of others whom He also loves . We are 
encouraged when we understand that His grace gives us 
the energy and opportunities to use our talents . We find 
that faithfulness in using our gifts leads to the deeper 
discovery of what God has implanted in us. 
We can honestly get excited about our future when 
we understand our roles as stewards. Our joy is full as 
we see the results of faithfulness producing benefits for 
ourselves, for others, and for the kingdom of God. 
------. Dr. Martin E. Clark is Vice President for 
Deve lopment at Cedarv ille Coll ege. A 
graduate of Bob Jones University, he earned 
his Ed.D. from Virgi ni a Po lytechn ic Insti-
tute and State University . He pas tored two 
churc hes, and served as Director of Coun-
seling and Director or Plan ning at Cedar-
vi lle . He is the author of one book , co-





Three Cedarville College professors are involved in 
government research projects this summer. 
Dr. Larry Helmick, Professor of Chemistry at 
Cedarville College, is working for ten weeks this 
summer at NASA's Lewis Research Center in 
Cleveland . 
Administered by Case Western Reserve University, 
the Summer Faculty Fellowship program hires 
scientists to assist full-time NASA researchers. This is 
the Cedarville chemist's sixth summer fellowship. 
He is investigating the structures of high 
performance lubricants which have potential use in 
military equipment. 
Dr. Dennis Flentge, Assistant Professor of 
25 New Computers 
This fall Cedarville 
will open a new 
microcomputer lab that 
will house 25 micros: 
15 IBM (256K) and 
10 Apples (64K). 
Since the opening 
of the college's Academic Computer Center in 1983, 
Cedarville has been among the leaders in computer 
education among Christian colleges. The (DEC) VAX 
111750 supporting 20 terminals has served students and 
faculty across academic disciplines. 
The new lab, to be housed in a room adjacent to the 
existing Academic Computer Center, will significantly 
enhance Cedarville's programs of computer education, 
according to new Director of Academic Computer 
Services David Rotman. 
Thanks for Giving 
We gratefully rejoice over the many friends who 
responded to the fiscal needs of the College. During 
1984-85, total gifts to College programs exceeded $1. 7 
million , an increase of 20% over the 1983-84 year. 
A record portion of these gifts was given to the 
General Fund , totaling over $660 ,000 , an increase of 
17% over the previous year. General Fund gifts are 
needed to keep tuition low for students, to uphold the 
academic quality of our programs , and to maintain the 
physical plant of the college. 
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Dr. Lany Helmick Dr. Dennis Flentge Dr. Leroy Eimers 
Chemistry, and Dr. Leroy Eimers, Associate Professor 
of Physics and Mathematics, are also involved in 
research for government agencies this summer. 
Dr. Flentge is researching jet engine lubricants at 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. He is in his 
fourth summer of this kind of work and will be using his 
expertise in electro chemistry to assist government 
scientists. 
Also at W -P AFB, Dr. Eimers is researching and 
writing computer programs for solving transport 
equations for carriers of semiconductors. This is his 
first year in the summer program; he believes the 
experience will have practical application for the 
Modem Physics class he teaches. 
Sept. Events Draw Hundreds 
September brings two college events that some 
indi viduals mark on their calendars almost a year in 
advance: the Pastors' Conference with its accompany-
ing Music Conference and the Cedarville Baptist Open 
golf tournament . 
Slated for September 9-12, the 18th annual Pastors' 
Conference will center on the theme of Discipleship 
and feature speakers Rev. Allen Hadidian and 
Rev. and Mrs. David Carder. Rev. Hadidian is Pastor 
of Heights Evangelical Free Church in LaHabra, 
California, and is the author of Successful Discipling. 
Rev . Carder is Family Development Director at 
Highland Park Baptist Church in Southfield, Michigan. 
Participating with him will be his wife, Ronnie, who 
has ministered in numerous conferences and workshops 
as a speaker and featured singer. 
Concurrent with the Pastors' Conference will be the 
"Church Music Celebration 1985" - a conference for 
church, school, and lay musicians, and prospective 
college students desiring to major in music . Special 
guest clinician will be Joe Parks. The faculty of the 
Music Department will also conduct a number of 
workshops. 
Scheduled for September 12, 13, the Cedarville 
Baptist Open annually draws over 300 golfers for two 
days of tournament play at Springfield's Reid Park . 
This year ' s special ladies' program for wives of the 
players will feature tips on fitness and nuitrition and 
will be held on campus. 
It's still not too late to register for these events. For 
information, please write to: Development Office, 
Cedarville College, Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314 or 
call (513)766-221 I. 
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Faith, Education, Preparation 
Committed to You at Cedarville College 
" ... commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 2 Timothy 2:2 
You want an education that is enriching in every way: spiritually, intellectually, and 
professionally . At Cedarville College we are committing to over 1800 students Biblical faith, 
quality education , and sound career preparation. We desire to commit these to you: 
Biblical Faith 
• Taught in Bible classes , daily chapel, a 
biblically integrated curriculum, and 
three annual Bible conferences 
• Shared by concerned faculty and staff 
who give students personal attention 
• Demonstrated through extensive 
ministries of evangelism and di sc ipleship 
Quahty Ed l'.ation 
• Accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Schools 
• Received through 9 of the l 0 most popular fields of study 
among college-bound students · 
• Provided by god ly faculty who bring to the classroom 
noteworthy credentials and professional experience 
Sound Career Preparation 
• Offered through 30 majors and 14 special 
programs 
• Supported by our Career Planning and 
Placement Office 
• Confirmed by the demand for our 
graduates 
Cedarville College can com it this quality Christian education to you. 
It is not too late to apply for fall quarter! Write or call our Admissions Office today. 
Cedarville College 
Box 601 
Cedarville , OH 4531 4 
CedarvilleCollege • Box601 • Cedarville,OH45314 • (513)7662211 
0814NA187 55. 
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